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COURSE TITLE Research Methodology 

Course Learning Outcomes: 

On successful completion of the course students will be able to:  

1. Identify the potential areas of research. 

2. Distinguish between the different schools of literary criticism and theory. 

3. Apply critical theories to the research problem. 

4. Analyse the research problem using primary materials (texts) and secondary materials (reference readings). 

5. Argue a proposition with relevant ideas. 

6. Write a research proposal and a dissertation. 

Detailed syllabus 

Unit CONTENTS OF THE COURSE No. of Lectures 

   

1.  Introduction  

 What is Research? 

 Objectives of Research 

 Types and approaches – Qualitative and Quantitative 

 Research Techniques 

 Qualities of a good researcher 

4 

2.  Ethics in Research 

 Plagiarism 

 Form, Style and Citation 

 Referencing and Bibliography 

         10 

3.  Literary Theories and Critical Concepts 

 Overview of western critical theories 

 Indian critical theory,  

 Race, Caste, Genre, Stylistics, language studies etc. 

12 
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4.  Preparing a Dissertation 

 Selection of a topic 

 Research Question/Problem 

 Thesis statements 

 Review of literature 

 Making a working bibliography 

 Hypothesis and Approach  

 Synopsis and chapters 

 Collection of data (primary & secondary material)  

 Taking and Making notes 

 Preparation of the first draft 

 Preparation of final draft 

30 

5.  Assignments 4 

 

 
Total Number of Lectures 60 

Teaching 

Methodology 

: 

1. Classroom discussion 

2. Reading from reference book  

3. Digital resources, internet, audio-visual media 
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